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_ GnnTLEMEN, 
-” H E making the following Diſcourſe 
public was the fartheſt from my 
Thoughts at the Time I delivered 
it to you, as it is a haſty Performance, and 
the argumentative Part hath no Claim to No- 
velty from its Matter, but only from the 
Manner in which it is diſpoſed: Neither is 
there any thing more in the Application than 
what might eaſily have been ſuggeſted to 
almoſt every Mind, which had duly reflected 
upon ſo melancholy a Subject. But as I am 
fully perſuaded, that your requeſting the 
Publication was from a Motive of XKindneſs, 
* e 


(iv) 

and not with a View of Cenſure; it gives me 
greater Pleaſure to ſhew upon this, and every 
other Occafion, a Diſpoſition to oblige You 
and the reſt of my very good, and friendly 
Neighbours, than it will do Pain, if this 
Diſcourſe, like many of the ſame Kind, 
ſhould not give ſo much Satisfaction from 
the Preſs, as you were pleaſed to ſay it did 
from the Pulpit. 


I am, GENTLEMEN, 


YOUR 


Obliged and obedient 
LOR, Dh Humble Servant 
New Ormond- FOR 7 
ſtreet, Feb. 14. 


JAMES HALLIFAX. 
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JeREMIAHN XVIII. 7, 8. 


At what Inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a Nation, and 
concerning a Kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down, 
and to deſtroy it: If that Nation again/t whom J 
have pronounced, turn from their Evil, T will re- 
pent of the Evil that I thought to do unto them. 


T can hardly have eſcaped the Obſervation of any 
Man, who hath read the Scriptures with Atten- 
tion, that the Mercy of God is never more con- 
ſpicuous, than at the very time when he thinketh 
on Puniſhment. For whenever Men have ſhewn a 
becoming Humiliation at his Threatnings, he has 
been always ready either entirely to revoke, or at 
leaſt to ſuſpend them ; when they have been care- 
ful to renounce their Sins, he hath recalled his Sen- 
tence, or greatly mitigated the Severity of it. And 
this Conduct in the all-wiſe God will be found to 
hold good, whether we conſider it as relative to par- 
ticular Perſons, or public Societies. Thus, among 
many other Inſtances that might be produced, the 
Judgement denounced againſt the Houſe of Abab, 
tho' executed in the End, was put off for a time, be- 
cauſe that unhappy King did not make a Mock at 
God's Prophet, when he foretold the Extirpation ot 
5 his 


[6] 
his Poſterity, and the Evils that hung over his own 
head ; but ſhewed ſome Tokens of Humiliation, and 
ſome Signs of Repentance, And upon this Be- 


1 Kings xxl. haviour of his, The Word of the Lord came to Elijah 


28, * 


Iſaiah 


xxxviii. 5» 


Tonah iti, 
10. 


te Tiſhbite, ſaying, Seeſt thou how Ahab humbleth 
himſelf before me? Becauſe be humbleth himſelf be- 
fore me, T will not bring the Evil in his Days, but in 
his Son's Days will I bring the Evil upon bis Houſe. 
So again in the Caſe of Hezekiah, though he was 
threatened with immediate death, yet, upon his 
offering up his ſolemn Prayer to Heaven, God was 
pleaſed to add unto his Days fifteen Years. And, 
with regard to public Societies, we find that Nineveb 
was in forty Days doomed to Deſtruction, and yet, 


upon the Faſting and Repentance of the Ninevites, 


that City ſubſiſted for many Years ve erm this in- 
tended Period of their Deſolation. 


This Maikiod of Proceeding will in general be 
found to hold good with regard to any Puniſhment 
denounced in holy Scripture againſt any Per- 
ſon, or Place; and indeed God hath in ſome mea- 


ſure bound himſelf to obſerve it, and he hath fre- 
quently declared that he will do it. Jhen, ſays he, 


Ezek. xxxiii, T ſay 10 the wicked, thou ſhalt ſurely die, if be turn 


13, 14. 


from his Sin, and do that which is lawful and right, 
if the wicked reſtore the Pledge, give again that he 


hath robbed, walk in the Statutes of Life without 


committing Iniquity, he ſhall ſurely live, be ſhall not 
de, * again, the Werde of the Text are a ſtill 


more 


171 

more remarkable Teſtimony to this Truth. Ar wha? 
Inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a Nation, and con- 
cerning a Kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down, 
and to deſtroy it; if that Nation againſt whom I have 
pronounced, turn from their Evil, 1 will repent of 
the Evil that I thought to do unto them. If you ex- 
amine through all the Prophets, you will find that 
Exhortations to Repentance always follow Denun- 
ciations of Judgement : Muſt we not then aſk to what 
End they follow, if Repentance be not the proper 
Means either of preventing, or ſuſpending, or miti- 
gating theſe Judgements? We cannot therefore but 
plainly diſcover that this is a Courſe which God not 
only profeſſeth, but practiſeth alſo, in his Govern- 
ment of the World; and the Reaſons of his thus 
dealing with Mankind will be evident to us, if we 

conſider with Attention, 


Firſt, His great Readineſs to ſhew Mercy. 


Secondly, The true End and Def gu of all his Threat- 


u. 


With regard to the Mercy of God, we have num- 
berleſs Declarations in holy Scripture that it is his 
favourite Attribute, the very thing wherein he moſt 
of all delighteth, and therefore he is pleaſed to lay 
hold of every Occaſion to exerciſe it. But Judgement 

and Vengeance are his ſtrange Work, and are always 
executed with the utmoſt Reluctance. As Ilie, ſaith 
Le 


181 

ohy Lord, I have 2 Pleaſure in the Death of the Wicked. 
Ile ſeems as it were diſtreſſed at the very Thoughts 
of afflicting the Children of Men. O. Epbraim, what 
Fall I dh unto thee 2: O. Judah, how: ſhall Tintreat thec? 

Why vill ye die O Houſe of. Iſrael ?: Run to and fro 
thro' the Streets of Ferufalem," and ſeek if you'can find 
a Man, but a fingle Man, that I may pardom it. He 
is ſo very. flow to Anger, and ſo unwilling to ſtrike 
the impending Blow, that the Neceſſity of, doing it 
draweth a Sigh from him. Ab, ſays he, 7 miſt, 1 | 
ſee there is no Remedy, I muſt eaſe me of my Adver- 
ſaries. and be avenged of mine Enemies. And ſo 
great was the Concern of the Saviour of the World 
when he looked upon Feruſalem, and conſidered 
within himſelf that its Deſtruction was inevitable, 


that he even wept over it, and in the midſt of his 


Grief burſt out into this compaſſionate Lamentation, 
O Feri ſalem, Jeruſalem, how often would I have 
gathcred thy Children together, as a Hen gathereth 
her Chickens under her Wings, and ye would not? In 


' ſhort, there is hardly any Figure of Speech that can 


be made uſe of for the expreſſing our Affection towards 


our neareſt Friend or deareſt Relation, that is not 


uſed by the inſpired Writers to repreſent God's 
abundant Kindneſs towards his People, and his great 
Reluctance! in exerciſing. his Severity upon them. 


It is true, theſe ſeveral Exprefiions are-particularly 
applicab e to the.Jewiſh Nation; but that is the cafe 


with regard to many other Parts of Holy Writ, which 


are 
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are nevertheleſsintended for our Inſtruction and Com- 
fort; and therefore we need not doubtof our being per- 
mitted to apply theſe ſeveral Paſſages to ourſelves, when 
we conſider that theſe extraordinary Marks of Affection 

to the Jewiſh Nation were founded upon this, that 
they were the People amongſt whom Gop had 
planted his Church; they were the People amongſt 


whom his true Religion was acknowledged. Now 


it is. evident to all Chriſtians, that after our bleſſed 
Saviour came into the World, and his Goſpel had 
been preached to all Nations; the Wall of Partition, 
which kept up ſo much Diſtinction between Jews 
and Gentiles, was then broken down; and the former, 
as a Nation, ceaſed to be Gop's peculiar People; and 


from that Time all 'the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 


of whatever Tribe or Country, became as dear to 
God, and as much hispeculiar Care, as ever the Jews 
were before the Eſtabliſhment of the Goſpel. Surely 


then we of this Nation have all the Reaſon in the 


World to apply to ourſelves tboſe. ſeveral Expreſ- 


ſions of Kindneſs and Concern which God declares 


for his People ; eſpecially when we reflect upon the 


| abundant Goodneſs of God, in having fo early dif- 
fuſed the Light of his glorious Goſpel over this our 
Iſland, and in having from time to time, by many 
wonderful Providences, preſerved us and our Re- 
ligion, notwithſtanding the Provocations of our own 
Sins, and the various Attempts of our Enemies, to 
ſubvert both our Church and Government, 


5 B - Having 


10 
Having thus far conſidered the 5 of dd 
let us ; 


Secondly, Take a View of the great! Pad and aDevgn ; 
of all his e ws dike 1185 


Can we then n that God Accel Evil 
againſt Mankind merely for the ſake of ſhewiug his 
Power, and from a Satisfaction in inflicting it? This 
is very far from the Caſe. He willeth not the Death 
of a Sinner, but wiſheth every Man to be ſaved. His 
main Intention in threatning us is, that we by aur 
Repentance may prevent his Puniſhments. He warn- 
eth before he ſtriketh, that we may be careful to ward 
off the Blow. He fendeth forth his Prophets and 
Apoſtles to threaten Vengeance againſt Sinners, not 
to drive them to deſpair of Mercy, but to incite them 
to timely Humiliation and Repentance, whereby they 
may not only turn away his Wrath, but become the 
Odjects of his Love and Favour. - Nor is it to be 
look'd. upon as the leaſt of God's Mercies, when. he 
might in his juſt Diſpleaſure overwhelm us in the 
very Act of our Sins, that he forbeareth, and fore- 
warneth us before he proceeds to Puniſhment, that if 
we are wiſe enough to make a right ufe of theſe 
Monitors, and to be led to Repentance by the Good- 
neſs, and Long-ſuffering of God, he may take occa- 
ſion either wholly to avert, or at leaſt, to alleviate 
_ thoſe Judgements denounced AGUA u. 


3 


1111 


And let not this Method of proceeding be inter- 
preted as if God either meant not to puniſh at the 
time when he threatned, or revoked his Sentence 
from ſome Error in his Counſels. Far be it from 
every Chriſtian to ſuppoſe either of theſe. - The one 
is to make God a Diſſembler, the other attacks his 
Immutability ; the one chargeth him with Fal/hood, 
the other with Folly. For tho' the Scriptures ſome- 
times ſpeak of him, as if he gr/eved at what he had 
done, repented of what he had ſaid, or altered what 
he had purpaſed; yet we are not ſo to conceive of 
| theſe, and ſuch like Expreſſions, as if God had ac- 
tually changed his everlaſting Counſels, either in Sub- 
france or Circumſtance ; they only import that he now 
doeth not that, which, ſo far as we were able to diſ- 
cern, or could reaſonably conjecture by his Words, 
or Works, or our Deſerts, ſeem'd to our ſhort-ſight- 
ed View, to have been his real Purpoſe to have done. 
In the whole courſe of Scripture the Puniſbments, as 
well as the Promiſes of God, have always ſome Con- 
ditionsannex'd to them, which, tho' ſeldom expreſs'd, 
are at all times implied. His Promiſes, in however 
' abſolute Terms, are made upon Condition of Obed:- 
ence, His Punsſbments, however politively denounced, 
are in caſe of the Inpenitence of thoſe againſt whom 
they are denounced. With regard to the Promiſes of 
God, the Words immediately following the Text are 
a ſtrong Proof of the Truth of this Aſſertion. 


10. 


Ezek xxxiii. 
13, 14. 


= 


Jer: xvii. 9, Alt what. Tnſtant 1 ſhall Speak caucerning a Nation, and 


concerning a Kingdom, to build and to plant it; if it do 
evil in my fight, that it obey , not my Voice, then J will 


repent of the Good wherewith I [ ſaid T would benefit them. 


It is evident alſo with regard to the ſeveral Puniſb- 


ments in holy Scripture, as well from the Words of 


the Text, as from that other Paſſage already quoted: 
When J ſay to the Wicked, Thou ſhalt ſurely die, if the 


Wicked turn away from his Sin, &c. he ſhall ſurely live, 
ih ſhall not die. In which Words the Almighty God 


plainly teacheth us ſo to conceive of all his Threat- 


nings, be they never ſo peremptory, as that he may 


Jonah Bb. 4. - 
tell, fay they, if God will turn and repent, and turn 
away from his fierce Anger, that we periſh not? And 


| Verſe 9. 


Verſe 10. 


reſerve to himſelf a Power of Revocation in caſe of 
Repentance. The Examples before mention'd of He- 
zekrah and Abab, add further weight to the Doctrine 
herein advanced; and that the Ninevites thus inter- 
preted the Sentence denounced againſt them, is plain 
from their Conduct: For when the Prophet Jonab 


preached Deſtruction to their City within forty Days, 
without any expreſs Clauſe of Repentance, Who can 


that their Hope of Mercy was well grounded is evi- 


dent from the Words that immediately follow: And 
God ſaw their Works, that they turned from their evil 


way, and God repented of the Evil that he vey Jon's he 


; would do unto o them, and be did it not. 


From theſe ſeyeral Inſtances then, as well as from 
the Words of the T ext, and the general Tenor of 
holy 
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holy Scripture, we may draw this important Con- 


cluſion' ; that among many other Methods which an 


infinitely gracious and wiſe God hath been pleaſed to 


make ufe'of, to bring Sinners to Repentance, this is 


one, to threaten them with ſuch Judgements, as their 
Sins have merited, and as h:s Juſtice, without their 
Repentance, would inevitably bring upon them: But 
at the ſame time, that theſe Judgements are always 
ſo tempered with Mercy, that notwithſtanding they 
are for the moſt part denounced in expreſs terms, in 
order to bring Men to a deeper Senſe of their Un- 
worthineſs, and a fuller Confeſſion of their Sins, yet 
ſtill they are always to be underſtood conditionally, 
and interpreted with a Reſervation in caſe of timely 
Contrition and Repentance. So that theſe Proceed- 
ings of the Almighty are a glorious Illuſtration of his 
Mercy, without any Impeachment of his Truth, and 
we may all of us gather much Inſtruction from 


them. 


And firſt let the Diſtreſs, who groan ander the 


heavy Weight of God's Diſpleaſure, and the fearful 
Expectation of his Judgements, be aſſured within 
themſelves, that his Threatnings are by no Means 
made void, or of none Effect, when they by their 
hearty Repentance ſtop the Execution of them; but 
rather are then render d the moſt effectual; ſince 
they moſt fully accompliſh their proper End, and 


anſwer the main .De/ign for REY, they were in- 
tended, 


On 


[14 ] 
On the other hand, let not the ſecure and pre- 
ſumptuous Sinner take occaſion from this Doctrine 
to make a Mock of God, and raſhly conclude, that 
becauſe ſome of his Threatnings have not wrought 
Deſtruction, vn of them ever will. Let him who 
thus abuſeth God's Mercy and defpiſeth his Trutb, 
know affuredly, that as his Mercy never did, ſo his 
Truth never ſhall fail. Whenever the Puniſhments 
denounced againſt Sin do not accompliſh their End 
one Way, they will the other, If they do not bum- 
ble, they will overwhelm ; if they do not work Con- 
verſion, they will Deſtruction. If careleſs and ſecure 
we let ſlip the Opportunity, and neglect the Time 
of Mercy, Juſtice will in the next place ſtep in, 
and render Judgement unto every Man who hath 
deſpiſed the Riches of God's Goodneſs, and Furbearance, 
and Long-ſu Hering, and hath not been led {by them 
to Repentance. 


Another very ſeaſonable Leſſon may be drawn 
from the preſent Subject, for the Uſe of ſuch Per- 
ſons as have look'd upon thoſe Terrors of the Lord, 

with which he hath lately not only threatned, but 
ſeverely puniſvd many of the Inhabitants of the 
Earth,, as the mere Effects of natural Canſes. Theſe 


1 Men would do well to conſider, that as the Elements, 


-f. which the World is compoſed, are God's Mini- 
ters ſor furniſhing Mankind with all the Comforts 


and Conveniencies, as well as the Neteſlaries of | 
Life; ſo are they ſometimes alſo made the Mefſon- 


gers 


L 15. * 

gers of bis Vengeance; and the very things which 
are abſolutely neceſſaty for the Support of Life and 
Health, become the Inſtruments under Heaven for 
our Deſtruction. Should the Sea lift up her Waves, 
break thro the Bounds determin'd by the Almighty, 
and pour forth her Fury upon the adjacent Coaſts, 
all muſt be overwhelm'd in the Waters. Should 
the Air that ſurrounds us be either rarified, or con- 
denſed beyond that juſt Medium, which is neceſſary 
to Reſpiration, the Breath of our Noſtrils muſt eva- 
porate : Or ſhould the ſame Air be ſwell'd into rag- 
ing Winds, we ſhould be ſwept away by the Tempeſt, 
The fiery Body of the Sun, whoſe benign Influence 
now cheers the Heart, if placed too near us, would 
reduce us to Aſhes; and ſhould all the inflammable 
Parts of Matter within the Bowels of the Earth take 
Fire at once, what but a general Conflagration muſt 
enſue? When we reflect upon theſe things, who 
will not ſay that every Moment we live is a Mark 
of God's Mercy? Who will preſume to wreſt either 
the Material, or Animal World out of the Hands of 
| him who created the World? Let thoſe petty Phi- 
loſophers then, who are for referring every Appear- 
ance in Nature, and every Event of Life to ſecond 
Cauſes, and forget the Supreme Cauſe of all Things, 
_ firſt tell us how the little Acorn expands itſelf into 
a ſtately Oak; and if they cannot do that, let them L 
not dare to fay that the Hand of Omnipotence was no 
ways concerned in thoſe Convulfions' of the Earth, 
whereby many Thouſands of the Inhabitants of two 


populous 


( 16] 
populous Cities, in two diſtant. Kingdoms, were 
upon the ſelf-ſame Day overwhelm'd in a Heap of 
Ruins, tho' ſeveral intermediate Places ſtood firm 
and ſecure. If not ſo much as a Sparrow falls to the 
Ground without the Cognizance of our heavenly Fa- 


ther, ſurely he muſt be concern'd in thoſe far weightier 
Events where Multitudes of rational Beings periſh, 


Away then with ſuch falſe Philoſophy, which ſerves 
only to ſow the Seeds of Infidelity, and let the Word 
of God teach us true Mi ſlom, by poſſeſſing our Minds 
with a ſincere Belief, that he who is the Creator is alſo 

the Governor of the World ; that the various Dif- 


penſations of his Providence are order'd for the Good 


of the Whole; that even the ſevereſt Viſitations upon 
Mankind are from him; that there is no Evil hap- 


' pens to a City but the Lord hath done it; and that all 


things ſhall work together for good to thofe that truly 
love and fear him. Theſe important Truths, 
founded upon holy Scripture, will on one hand teach 
us not to look upon the dreadful. Calamity we have 
juſt mention'd, with an atheiſtical Contempt, as if the 


Finger of God had been no way diſcernible in it; 


and on the- other, will prove a ſure Remedy againſt 


that ##morous Deſpondency, which argues a Diſtruſt 


of the Divine Protection. They will teach Men to 


live in ſuch a manner as to be always prepared for 
the worſt that can befal them, and to hope for the 
beſt. They will then be careful to provide againſt 
the Evil of the Day, and will not be anxiouſly 
thoughtful for the Morrow ; but will leave the Iſſues 


of 
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of all things in the Hands of that God to whom 
alone they belong. This will at all times, and in 
every Circumſtance be found to be the wiſeſt, and 
the ſafeſt Conduct, and whilſt we purſue it with 
Hincerity, we need not fear either Life or Death; for 
whether we live we ſhall then live unto the Lord; or 
whether ave die, we ſhall die unto the Lord. Therefore 
let the dreadful Occaſion, which hath lately call'd us 
together to Humihation and Faſting, remind us of 
the Uncertainty of the preſent Life, and the Neceſſity 
of being always prepared for a State of Futurity, 
Let us look back with Horror upon our Lives and 
Actions, and ſee whether, if London and Liſbon had 
fallen in the ſame Inſtant, we ſhould have been 
duly prepared for ſuch a ſudden Deſtruction? How 
ſew are there of us that muſt not ſhudder at the 
Thought ! But tho' God in his Goodneſs then ſpared 
us, no Man can inſure his own or another's Life for an 
Hour. Therefore let us immediately ſet about the 
great Work of Salvation, and inſtead of employing 
our Thoughts and Time in a vain Attempt to deter- 
mine whether thoſe, who were the more immediate 
Objects of God's Wrath in this fatal Calamity, were 
Sinners above all the Liſbonians, or even above our- 
ſelves, let us rather charitably hope, that they were in 
a better Condition to die than thoſe who ſurvived 
them. The Prophet Iſaiah tells us, that when Ged's 
Fudgements are in the Earth, the Inbabitants of the 
World will learn Righteouſneſs. This Leſſon then muſt 
be for us who are alive, and not for thoſe who pe- 

24 riſhed. 
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riſhed. And it cannot be denied, that a Diſpoſition 
to Reformation has ſhewn itſelf in the Inhabitants 


_ of this populous City, in that decent Regard which 


has in general been paid to the Day of Humiliation 
appointed by Royal Authority. Let us then go on 


in the good Work which we have ſo well begun ; 


and where can we proceed in it better than in the 
Houſe of God; and when better than whilſt we re- 
tain upon our Minds the ſtrongeſt Impreſſions of 
the Overthrow of that once flouriſhing City, which 


is now become a Sepulchre to itſelf; and a fad 


Spectacle of the een Ren Sin __ brought 
upon the Earth. 111 | 


Should we pos ourſelves Spectators of this 
ſudden Calamity, what Cries and Groans muſt fill 
our Ears? What interrupted Prayers, what diſtracted 


Counſels, what diſtreſs'd Countenances, what uni- 


verſal Conſternation muſt have been diſcernible 
amongſt this unhappy People? Here we might have 
ſeen Parents left Childleſs, who a little before were 


bleſs'd with a numerous Offspring; Children be- 


come poor Orphans, who a little before enjoy'd all 
the Blandiſhments of tender Mothers, and whoſe 


Fathers had been poſſeſs'd of ample Fortunes to 
inpply their Wants, and to ſuſtain their helpleſs In- 


fancy; and in many Places whoſe Families buried at 
once in their own Dwellings, without leaving be- 
hind them any Kindred to make Lamentation. 


And here too we might have beheld Majeſty itſelf | | 


in 
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in Miſery, a King looking with Amazement upon 
his falling Capital, and yet ſupporting a kind of aw- 
ful Dignity under this Eclipſe of earthly Splendor. 
Having eſcaped from the Ruins of one Palace, he 
is afraid to inhabit the other, and is conſtrained to 
dwell in Tents. He who was lately clad in Purple, 
and fared ſumptuouſly every Day, is now become a 
kind of Lazarus, being deſtitute of the neceſſary Sup- 
ports of regal State. A more inſtructive Memento this, 
than what was often ſounded in the Ears of Philip 
of Macedon, not only to remind Kings of their Mor- 
tality, but to convince them alſo that they, as well 
as other Men, are ſubject to thoſe Viciſſitudes in hu- 
man Life, whereby God is pleas'd ſometimes 20 put 
down the mighty from tbeir Seat, and to exalt the 
bumble and meek. 59 


Can we then reflect upon theſe, and many other 
affecting Circumſtances, attending the Cataſtrophe of 
this unhappy City, and not be moved with Compat- 
ſion towards it? Can we look upon it's Ruins with 
Hearts as hard, and unconcern'd as the Stones which 
lye in them? Can we behold the Almighty thus ar- 
rayed in Terror, and not haveourown Fears awaken' d? 
Muſt not every Man, from the King, that fitteth on the 
Throne, to the Captive in the Dungeon, laok upon 
this great Event, as a Leſſon of Righteouſneſs, and 
a ſevere Call to Repentance ? Therefore inſtead of 
provoking God to exerciſe new methods of Ven- 
geance upon a ſinful World, let us inſtantly return 
unto him by our ſincere Humiliations for our former 
Sins, 
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Sins, and our firm Reſolutions of practiſing for the 
future that Righteouſneſs which exalteth a Nation, 
and of ſhaking off that odious Train of prevailing 
Vices which are a Reproach to any People. This will 
be the moſt effectual Means of preſerving our City 
from Deſolation, and of ſecuring Peace within her | 
Malls, and Plenteouſneſs within her Palaces. And | 
when we have duly qualified ourſelves for God's Mer- | 
cies, we may then ſafely caſt all our Care upon him, 
and may be ſure we ſhall not be diſappointed. This 
will much better become us than a tormenting Anxiety 
about our Affairs, or a ſecret Diſtruſt of the Divine 
Providence. For be aſſured of this, that God will 
never alter his Meaſures for our fooliſn Paſſions, but 
the way to obtain what we aſk, provided what we alk | 
be proper for us, is to acknowledge his Government 
of the World, to love and obey him with Sincerity, 
to be thankful for his paſt Bleſſings, and to confide 
in him for future ones; to be eaſy and chearful under 
all the Diſpenſations of his Providence, to depend 
upon his all-wiſe Counſels, and to truſt in his infinite 
Mercies for our future Protection. And when we 
have thus taken hold of the Shield of Heaven for our 
Defence, then may we cry out with the Pfalmiſt, 
God is our Refuge and Strength, a very preſent Help in 
Trouble : Therefore will we not fear tho" the Earth be 
moved, and tho the Hills be carried into the midſt of the 
Sea : The' the Waters thereof rage and feoell, and tho' 
the Mountains Shake at. 25 Tempeſ# of the ſame. The 
Lord of es is with us, the God "mat 7S Our Refuge. 
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